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05-30-2008 03:05:44
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05-30-2008 03:18:56
Moderator: SR ZREL HL, 15 5t 22 "n] .
Webchat Guest : thanks

05-30-2008 03:31:18
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Webchat Guest : if your visa was issued after 11/15/2007, you may be eligible to renew your

visa without coming in for personal interview or fingerprints. You can consult our website non-
immigrant visa page to see if you can use the Citic Bank renewal option.

05-30-2008 03:32:28

Hunters: Hello, | was invited by a big IT company of US to attend their workshop and forum from
July.14th to 18th, but Shanghai Embassy has already reserved me interview of July. 31st, that will
be late for US trip, how can | push them as a urgent one and reschedule to earlier time, who
should I contact with? Thank you very much. --Hunter

Webchat Guest : please consult Shanghai's website for instructions on submitting a request to
expedite your visa interview for urgent business travel. And remember, in the summer season
especially, everyone should apply early!

05-30-2008 03:33:30

John R: | have a Chinese friend who works for a cruise line. He's back in China now, and must
return to work in Ft Lauderdale on July 17. His transit visa allows only 72 hours in the US. We'd
like him be our guest for a week before he has to go to work. How can the visa be changed to
allow a longer stay? Thanks.

Webchat Guest : he should apply for a B1/B2 visa in addition to his transit visa. That way he can
visit the U.S. as a tourist when he's not working.

05-30-2008 03:35:05

Chat Participant: Dear Visa Officer, | am a graduate student in a U.S. university. My family was
refused once for B2 visa application in Beijing this year. We would like to apply for B2 visa again,
and | read from the embassy website that visa applications are not restrained even if the person
has been refused once. However, | found there is no openning slot in Beijing for second time
applications such as this, not even for people who were refused once in February or March 2008.
Could you please help us with this? We are just hoping for a chance of family reunion during
summer holidays, after August my family would have to go back to work and wouldn't be able to
come here... Could you please help with this? Or give us some suggestions? Many thanks!
Sincerely, Camille

Webchat Guest : you must make appointments through the visa call center in Shanghai. If there
are no appointments available in time, you may have to keep checking or to make other travel
plans. As | said earlier, there are so many people who want visa interviews that everyone must

apply early.

05-30-2008 03:36:57
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Webchat Guest : yes, we welcome individual travelers as well as tour groups. In fact more and
more Chinese are finding they enjoy traveling on their own. If you would like to visit the U.S. on
your own, you can apply for a visitor visa. You should be able to describe your plans for travel to
the U.S.

05-30-2008 03:38:05

Chat Participant: My son studis in the primary school in Beijing,and wants to attend the summer
camp in USA in 20 July by himself only. Is it possible for him to get the visa approveld before the
end of June? The invitation and confirmation of payment in hand now. Interview register No.0880
5233 5445 -7 --applicant:WENLUJIA passport No.G18017239 It would be appreciated if you can
give the reply. Thanks sincerely WENJING

Webchat Guest : you or your son should check with the Embassy Beijing website to see about
the procedures for expediting a student visa interview. This is the busiest time of year for students,
so please apply early everyone.

05-30-2008 03:40:02
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Webchat Guest : | can't answer questions about your specific situation, but | can tell you that

many people reapply with more evidence of their situation and receive visas. Every person's
situation is different.

05-30-2008 03:42:13
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Webchat Guest : you can apply for either the F1 visa or the J1 visa depending on which program
you want to attend. | encourage you to apply for the J1 visa since the exchange student program
is a great experience.

05-30-2008 03:43:32

Chat Participant:
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Webchat Guest : please send a fax to the NIV Unit in Guangzhou to inquire about your case
status. 3884-4424

05-30-2008 03:46:50
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Webchat Guest : the list of approved travel agencies for travel under the Memorundum of
Understanding on group leisure travel -- from the China National Tourism Administration -- is
being finalized and will be released this coming week. There will be more than 100 agencies in
Guangdong province authorized to participate. Please check our website next week for the list.




05-30-2008 03:49:40
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Webchat Guest : you should apply for your visa well in advance of your trip -- maybe 3 months

or so. It's really up to you, just indicate on the application when you plan to travel. It's most
important not to apply too late.

05-30-2008 03:51:25

www.yahoo.com.cn2:
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Webchat Guest : U.S. visa policies have not changed. You will still need to apply for a visitor
visa if you are traveling wtih a tour company under this program. However, the tour company can
make group interview appointments and the tour leader can escort you to the consulate for your
interviews.

05-30-2008 03:51:50

Chat Participant: Dear Madam: | want to apply for F-1 visa. My permenant residence is in China.
But I am now a student in Hongkong Polytechnic University since last December. | have been in
Hongkong for more than 6 months. Before that | am studying in Xi'an for several years. So |
would like to know which is better for me to apply the F-1 visa, in Hongkong or in Beijing. Thank
you very much!

Webchat Guest : either is ok, depends on your preference.

05-30-2008 03:52:59

Chat Participant: Hi, | have an actual question about my visas. | plan to US as a visiting scholar in
a university in Nov. 1, 2008 (I think it needs a J-1 visa). But before my visiting, | have to attend a
conference held in Honolulu, Oct. 12~18 (I think it needs a B-1 visa) and will to return to China
right after the conference. So, since my two entrances to US are quite close, how could | apply for
my visas? May | apply for two visas in a single interview? What can | do then? Thanks a lot and
looking forward to your helpful reply.

Webchat Guest : yes, you can apply for both visas at the same time. But you need to fill out two
forms and pay two application fees. Be sure to explain that you are applying for 2 visas when you
get to the consulate.

05-30-2008 03:54:49

timo: About the MOU signed by US and Chian, could you tell me which two travel agencies have
the right to bring travelers to the US? If my parents work in US, can |, currently a college student
get the visa to travel to the US?

Webchat Guest : the list of approved travel agencies will be released soon. There will be more
than 400 approved agencies in China. If you want to go on a family visit, this is probably not the
program for you. This is for group tours. So you should probably apply for a regular visitor visa for
individual travel to visit your family.

05-30-2008 03:55:22

Chat Participant: Why is visa checking process taking so long right now? My wife has to delay her
flight twice to wait for her visa. Thanks.

Webchat Guest : the busiest time of the year is summer, when students apply and lots of people
take vacations to the U.S. be sure to apply early.

05-30-2008 03:55:55
Chat Participant: Hi. My one-year B2 visa (multiple entries)will expire on July 22 this year,can |
enter the US on July 17 and come back to China a month later?



Webchat Guest : You just need to enter the U.S. prior to the expiration of your visa. The
Department of Homeland Security will tell you how long you are permitted to stay in the U.S. at
the time of entry.

05-30-2008 03:56:37
Chat Participant:
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Webchat Guest : you are welcome to apply for a visa at any time. For instructions, please
consult our website.

05-30-2008 03:58:18
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Webchat Guest : each state makes the decision about where to open tourism offices. | know
there are some states that have offices in Beijing, but | don't know if any have offices in
Guangzhou. You could check the official website of each state's tourist bureau to find out where
the overseas offices are.

05-30-2008 03:58:19

Chat Participant: Hello; I'm studying in Weston Oregon University of USA. I'm going back to
China in summer break. My visa will be expired at Nov 29th,2008. | would like to renew it during
my summer break in China. Because | would like to visit my fiance in TaiWan during Christmas
2008, then go back to USA. Is that ok to renew your visa even the visa hasn't expired yet.
thanks~

Webchat Guest : You do not need to wait until your current visa expires before applying for a
new one. Your first visa will be cancelled when the second one is issued.

05-30-2008 03:59:36
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Webchat Guest : to apply for the visa, there is no minimum number of applicants in the group. It
depends on the travel agency's policies.

05-30-2008 03:59:36

Chat Participant: Form DS 157 asks if the applicant has made specific travel arrangement. Is it a
good idea to purchase flight ticket before an applicant was approved for his/her B2 visa?
Webchat Guest : no, you can reserve a flight but don't purchase a ticket before you have your
visa.

05-30-2008 04:01:53
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Webchat Guest : if your passport is issued in Guangdong province (or one of the other 8
provinces for the first phase), you can participate in the group tours during the first phase. Later
we hope the program will extend to all provinces of China.

05-30-2008 04:02:37
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Webchat Guest : thank you but that is not my area of expertise!

05-30-2008 04:04:38
Chat Participant: ELA<A {31,
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Webchat Guest : no, you have to have an interview and submit fingerprints at a consulate or the
Embassy when you come back to China.

05-30-2008 04:04:59

Chat Participant: I'm Mr.Yu Liang ,the organzier of China Pavilion for a trade show (July 15-17) in
USA. My chinese exhibitors are going to have a visa-interview by the end June, but they are
informed that the nearst interview should be on 20.July after the show. the questions are: 1,
When should the exhibitors apply for a visa interview, 1 month before the show ? 2,do the
exhibitors have any chance obtaining the early interview time, if they can't get the visa interview
on time?

Webchat Guest : your exhibitors should check the instructions on the website of the consulate
where they want to apply to see what hte procedures are for requesting expedited interviews.

05-30-2008 04:06:54

Celia2:
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Webchat Guest : no, normally each applicant should apply in his or her own consular district.
Please remember to apply as early as possible!

05-30-2008 04:07:29

www.yahoo.com.cn2: Dear Visa Officer, | was admitted to MBA in US and | am going to apply to
a F1visa. Is it O.K. for me to call the center to make an appointment after 2 weeks for
Guangzhou interview. Is it too late?

Webchat Guest : That depends on when you plan to start the program. There are limits on how
far in advance of the beginning of the program you can enter the United States. Please see our
website for more details on obtaining an F1 visa.

05-30-2008 04:08:47

raymond2:
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Webchat Guest : the visa qualifications have not changed. Each applicant must show that he or
she qualifies by showing that he or she has a good, stable situation in China and will return home
after the tour. The visa is still a visitor (B1/B2) visa.

05-30-2008 04:10:36
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Webchat Guest : you can apply for your visitor visas by following the instructions on the website,
nonimmigrant visa page.

05-30-2008 04:11:01

Chat Participant: I'm an MBA student. Last year | attend the exchange student program(finance
by myself only) and came back from U.S this January(program is from Sep,2007-
Dec,2007,holding J1 visa). Now I'm planning to attend full time master program in U.S next
year(after graduation or suspend 1 year study)to get an degree which will benifit my career a lot

in China. My question: Do | need to abey the 2-year rule or submit J1-waiver application to my
embassy based in U.S to transfer to F1 visa next year?

Webchat Guest : The documentation from your prior visa application should indicate whether

you were subject to the two-year rule. If you were subject, then you will need to apply for a waiver.

05-30-2008 04:13:05
Chat Participant:
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Webchat Guest : She needs both the C1 visa (transit to join the ship) and D visa (crew member).
I'm sorry to tell you that if she hasn't made an appointment yet, June 16 is not possible. Please
call the Shanghai call center as soon as possible to book your interview date. There are very few
appointments left in June.

05-30-2008 04:14:48

ocas: Dear Officer, | had the visa interview on 05/23/2008 and my visa was approved. According
to the China Post counter, the visa would be mailed to me on 05/28/2008 and would reach me on
05/29/2008. However, | have not received my passport so far. | called the Junyuan post office to
inquire about my mail. They told me that they have not received my passport from the U.S.
Embassy yet. Is there any way that | could check in approximately when | will be able to get my
passport and visa? Thanks!

Webchat Guest : There are occasionally circumstances that require the delay of visa issuance
after it has been approved. Please check our website for instructions on how to contact the
Consulate regarding the status of your visa.

05-30-2008 04:15:40

Celia2:
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Webchat Guest : everyone participating in the authorized group tour together will interview at the
same window, but they will each have their own interview and each will have to qualify
individually.

05-30-2008 04:18:25

xianxian:
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Webchat Guest : It's really up to the travel agency to arrange both the interview for the visas and
the flight to the U.S. It could be possible that some people from different tours with the same
agency go to the consulate together for interview. If you qualify for a U.S. visa, it's up to you when
you travel.

05-30-2008 04:18:42

xianxian: What are the qualities for appling B2 visa to the U.S. in the coming June, 20087
Webchat Guest : You must first demonstrate that your purpose for visiting the United States is
allowed under the visa you are seeking (for example, you are planning to go to the U.S. to visit
relatives, you are not planning on working or studying). Next, you must demonstrate that you
have sufficient ties to China that would compel you to return after your temporary stay in the U.S.
U.S. law requires that we consider you an intending immigrant until you prove to the satisifaction
of the visa officer that you are not.

05-30-2008 04:20:29
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Webchat Guest : Hi Crystall under the regulations, it's ok for people who have been refused
before to join these groups. However, each applicant will have to qualify for his or her own visa,
just the same as before. As far as Guangdong residence, we check the place the current
passport was issued.



05-30-2008 04:21:35
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Webchat Guest : | believe you have to get a new passport that is issued in Guangzhou to be
eligible for the first phase of the program. But later it will be open to all of China.

05-30-2008 04:21:42

xianxian: Dear consulate officer, I'm on H1B visa, and it's only good for 3 month for Chinese
passport holders. | heard from another consulate officer that | can renew H1B visa anywhere in
the world. However, last time when | went to Mexico to renew my visa, the consulate officer there
strongly discourage me to apply it in Mexico, and suggest me to apply in China. | need to travel
for my job, and it's really hard if it's even possible to fly back to China first each time before my
business travel. Thanks

Webchat Guest : You can certainly apply outside of China, but it can be difficult for a visa officer
in Mexico, for example, to fully evaluate your situation and you may be denied a visa. Therefore,
it is recommended that you apply in your home country.

05-30-2008 04:23:21

xianxian: Is there a telephone number that we could call to consult about our visa process?
Thanks!

Webchat Guest : In Guangzhou, we don't have a public information service by phone. You can
call the shanghai call center for information as well as appointment scheduling.

05-30-2008 04:24:36
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Webchat Guest : you need to check the website to find instructions for expediting a student visa
interview. In Guangzhou, we have plenty of student appointments open in June.

05-30-2008 04:26:11

Chat Participant: Hello,this question is kind of emergency. | am studying in a College now, and |
will back to China in June, and i also have to renew my VISA in this summer. My visa has expired
for 6 months. Is the grade report must submitted? Do you have any requirement of the grade?
what about if i took 4 courses,grades are: one A, one B, two C? what could happened in this
situation? Could you give me some suggestion?

Webchat Guest : There is no specific requirement that you submit your grade report at the time
of interview or that you have a specific grade point average. However, you should be prepared to
demonstrate to the visa officer that you are a legitimate student and your transcripts could be one
way of doing this.

05-30-2008 04:26:16

Celia2: Dear Madam, I'm so glad to talk to you here. My name is Lily. Now I'm applying as an Au
Pair to the U.S.A. through a private company. The organizer told me that visa for au pairs is of J-1.
Is it? And is it very diffical to get a J-1 visa? As | was told the first visa for Chinese au pair is
issued in 2006 in Guangzhous,is it? | want to learn English and experience American culture.
People around me consider my English "good" but | want it to be "excellent". And | want to make
sure the au pair program would help me get what | want. Therefore | come for help. Thank you
Best regards Yours sincerely Lily

Webchat Guest : Yes, the Au Pair is one of the J1 exchange visitor categories. You should read
about the requirements of this program on the state department website at www.travel.state.gov. |
don't know if the first one was issued in Guangzhou but | know that we have issued many J1
visas to Chinese au pairs. It is a good program.




05-30-2008 04:27:43

crystalwu: how is the MOU TRACK is going on?

Webchat Guest : We have set aside appointments every day for travel agencies to make
appointments under the MOU. The first big group from Guangzhou will leave on June 17. We
hope the travel agency list will be released next week, so they can start marketing the trips and
people can start making plans to join these tours.

05-30-2008 04:29:32
Moderator: It's about time. Please do not send questions from now on. We will have another
webchat in mid June. Please check our website later for more information.

05-30-2008 04:30:36

Chat Participant: Dear officer, Thank you for your time to read my question. The school | have
applied is required by law to document students finance of about $16,000 for one year .The
question is that if | need supply more money for getting a visa and how much it is.By the way,|
have got $8,000 for scholarship each year. Best wishes Violin

Webchat Guest : You are required to demonstrate to the visa officer that you have at least
enough money available to pay for your first year of schooling and a credible plan for paying for
the remaining years. Possible documentation would include letters from your school showing any
funding they are providing you, bank records, job letters, etc.

05-30-2008 04:32:44

safetycar: hello, | will renew my F1 visa in June. Do | need to take the financial certificate? And do
| need to pay the sevis fee again? Thanks

Webchat Guest : You should be prepared to demonstrate the ability to pay for one year's tuition
at the time of interview. You do not need to pay the SEVIS fee again.

05-30-2008 04:32:49

crystalwu: Is it possible that my background will be checked after a visa is approved? Will there
be any notification?

Webchat Guest : it's possible depending on the situation. If the case requires additional
processing, the applicant will be informed at the interview.

05-30-2008 04:34:58
Chat Participant:
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Webchat Guest : there are no big changes to U.S. visa policy, but procedures are always
changing so keep checkign the website for instructions. We continue to process visas here in
Guangzhou and at the other consulates in China as we have been for many years.

05-30-2008 04:35:37

Chat Participant: | plan to go to the States for a LLM degree from Sep 2009. May payment for the
tuition fee and living expense required for this one-year degree comes from three sources: 1) my
wages over the past one year (around 3-3.5 USD); 2) sale of a small apartment in my hometown
Anhui (around 3 USD); 3) if necessary, the sponsorship granted by my current employer, or
certain amount lent to me by some of my friends. Could you please answer or confirm several
guestions as follows :1) Is my wage saved up to next June or July acceptable to cover my
overseas study expenses? Or | can only use my wage saved up to earlier 2009 to show visa
officers, as such amount has to be froze with the bank a few months in advance; 2)As my parents
and | have relocated to Shanghai from 2001 and own an apartment in Shanghai from 2003 (I can
submit evidence documents), won't the sale of the apartment in Anhui province impress visa
officers that | won't get back to China and reject my application?; 3)Will the sponsorship from my
employer or money lent by my friends be acceptable supports for me to apply for visa?



Webchat Guest : You should be prepared to demonstrate at the time of interview that you have
sufficient savings to pay your expenses for the first year. At the time of interview, the visa officer
will fully evaluate your situation and determine whether you are qualified to be issued a visa.

05-30-2008 04:35:48

bevchan: My cousin in mainland would like to visit us in the U.S. In filling out electronically and
submitting the DS-156, is there a preference if it is submitted in English or Chinese? Also along
with the DS-157, | was informed that my cousin also had to submit an 1-134 which | need to fill out
and mail to him, correct?

Webchat Guest : the DS-156 must be answered in English. You may submit a 1134 but it is not a
requirement for a visitor.

05-30-2008 04:37:11

crystalwu: shall we register in consulate for those unrer the manelist of CNTA

Webchat Guest : you don't have to register the travel agency, we will receive the same list. We
will be working with the travel agencies on the list to get the lists of tour leaders or representatives
who will come with the group applicants to apply for visas.

05-30-2008 04:38:19

Moderator: thanks to all for submitting such great questions! Please keep checking our website
for updates on the MOU and other visa matters. And remember, apply early. Thanks, Karin and
Tisha




